
To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

D'Andrea, Michaei[DANDREA.MICHAEL@EPA.GOV] 
Hodgkiss, Kathy 
Thur 1/30/2014 1:04:14 PM 
Re: WV- formaldehyde, yes, but theres more .. ? 

From: D'Andrea, Michael 

Sent: Thursday, January 30, 2014 8:02:12 AM 

To: Garvin, Shawn; Ryan, Daniel; Capacasa, Jon; Arguto, William; Hodgkiss, Kathy; Melvin, 

Karen; Burns, Francis; Pomponio, John; Caporale, Cynthia; Miller, Linda; Ferrell, Mark 

Cc: Purnell, Rhonda 

Subject: RE: WV- formaldehyde, yes, but theres more .. ? 

From: Garvin, Shawn 
Sent: Thursday, January 30,2014 7:34AM 
To: Ryan, Daniel; D'Andrea, Michael; Capacasa, Jon; Arguto, William; Hodgkiss, Kathy; Melvin, Karen; Bums, 
Francis; Pomponio, John; Caporale, Cynthia; Miller, Linda; Ferrell, Mark 
Cc: Purnell, Rhonda 
Subject: Fw: WV- formaldehyde, yes, but theres more .. ? 

From: Ferrell, Mark 
Sent: Wednesday, January 29, 2014 11:08:47 PM 
To: Garvin, Shawn 
Cc: Capacasa, Jon; Pomponio, John; Arguto, William; Burns, Francis; Wisniewski, Patti-Kay; Melvin, 
Karen; Hodgkiss, Kathy; Snyder, Raquel; Casillas, Laura; White, Terri-A; Heron, Donna; Smith, Bonnie; 
Seneca, Roy; Miller, Linda; Levine, Carolyn; Werner, Lora; Forren, John; Graff, Jeannine; Storch, 
Debbie; Nelson, Mark 
Subject: WV- formaldehyde, yes, but theres more .. ? 
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W.Va.-- The recommended the Tomblin administration and West 
American Water eliminated Cmde MCHM and other toxic chemicals from '""uu,uw•s 

Du:s1nesses, experts are 

MCHM from the Jan. 9 Freedom Industries leak into the Elk River be stuck inside and hot-water 
are concemed that the chemical also could be un.·'"'H""' down into other toxic materials that have 

identified. 

Scott UHHVlHVU, environmental that he 
found -- which he said is one from the chemical -- in one 

and that the continued lack of data on the chemicals that leaked into the Elk is very ~'"''rP·rm 

"It's it is " said who is a member of the state Environmental Board 
and also consults for at least one local law finn that's filed suit over the leak. "What we know scares us -- and we 
know there's a lot more we don't know." 

of Health and Human Resources issued a statement that called 
Simonton's comments lmfounded" and said his "does not to the 
health and of West 

Dr. Letitia cmmnissioner of the Bureau for Public said that the chemists the 
state state had consulted with all said the could not have come from the MCHM. 

shouldn't 

asJ'""u"'"n that it's uu''"'"" that his uuu1115~ are in any way related to the chemical 
in our environment." 

take the statement 

Simonton's u''"'""'uv 

was collected or other details. 

in the water,' and have that be a scary 

"she 

statement in " Scham1an said. "What we're know is that can be found in the 
water and it can be found in the put that in nP1'~nPrtnrP 

test for because it is created and breaks down and 
dissolves 

is in very small amounts in our bodies as of our HVlHWCl, 

metabolism and causes no statement said. "It can also be fmmd in the air that we breathe at home 
and at in the food we eat, and in some that we put on our skin." 

Simonton told a cmm11ittee on water resources that his is still not 
water, two weeks after the water company and officials said it is safe for 

all uses. 

"Your level of what risk you will accept is up to you,'' Simonton said. "I can tell you what mine and I'm not 
the water. The had me a little freaked out." 

Sen. John chaim1an of the '"";'~'"u 
little bit of shock because 
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Andrew an enviromnental from the .rUQU<UHa, drove to west after 
the leak. He and his team of researchers have been residents cmnnJtete 
process, but with a different set 

""''u"~J'"' Whelton "Hl'IJ"'"~"'-"~ that residents should open their windows the process and use 
chemical fumes outside. 

Whelton also ~w.•n<cu;; off hot-water tanks before because chemicals in the water will ""0'"'"r" 

v"'·IJ""'" from hot water than from cold. 

In an Whelton said it's crucial that officials and 
the level of contamination and what to do about it. 

inside homes to determine 

"I can't believe aren't 
consequences of this 

The latest estimates made 
Crude MCHM leaked from a 

American's 

" Whelton said. "These issues aren't 
addressed." 

the state of Environmental Protection are that 
tank at Freedom's Etowah 1.5 miles Hnotr""'.,., 

which 

The main in Crude MCHM is another 

of 

nmxrP,JPr said the state's have concluded that MCHM cannot be broken down into 
unless it is heated to 500 Fahrenheit. 

Scharman added 
state has much better infonnation on its chemical 

Simonton said he found traces 
Charleston. 

in water 

and how it breaks down. 

taken from the Vandalia 

Kevin an who retained Simonton as an expert witness for a leak 
at the Vandalia Grille five after the leak found 32 per billion 
the one of dozens his team took that has been so far. 

the 

in downtown 

such as cosmetics and wrinkle-free 
or skin comes into contact with 

for Toxic Substances and Disease ~--n"""J 

is 

The ATSDR said the risks are "low" at l 0 
per billion. 

per billion. The agency said the risks of irritation 
from 

After Simonton's 
1111~'""Ul1l!', and 
of the facts. 

"Procedures for water are 
American Water will continue 

uH\ .. uu·H with these pnlte:sSH)m!ls, 

American Water issued a statement that 
health to residents of this .... v,'u"'lU''") 

" the water company statement said. 
go'ver11n1er1tal health and environmental pnJressionais 

will make any 
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In his Simonton also said he is still concerned with the l per million standard for Crude MCHM that 
the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has said is safe in water for everyone 
women. 

The vast of the most recent test results the state Division of Homeland show a "not 
detected" level of Crude MCHM in water The state has said it can detect the chemical down to 10 per 

officials in have said their tests can detect the chemical at concentrations down to 1 
part per billion. 

Schannan said that is the nature 

"different labs have different lower so you can find a level 

In a letter sent American Water President 

of our local service area. 

"In areas where results are above the non-detectable low and a 
fraction of the CDC-established 1 ppm 

ofthe West National Guard said the Guard had done some 
in to test in individual homes or businesses. 

"I'd have Guardsmen on for the rest said. 

The water company also has said it has no of their water. 

Simonton stressed what other outside officials have 
made clear: Little is known about the chemicals involved in the leak. 

"We don't know what halPPI~ns to this stuff once it into the "he said. "What ha1PP<~ns when it reacts 
with or soap or or else that we come into contact with 

He also said the 
the chemical is 

recmm11ended West 
in the 

American and state officials wasn't and that 

Jan. water company officials and the state a process of broad "do not use" orders 
for sections of the the MCHM leak. After the order was residents were advised 
to run their hot water for 15 their cold water for 5 and their outside faucets for 5 minutes to flush 
the chemical from their homes. 

But since residents have continued to \..VHlL'lal.H that the black-licorice smell of the chemical is 
... ~~J"'-·W'IY in their hot water. 

State in their su''""'" an earlier recmmnendation from the ATSDR that 
residents be advised to flush their phnnlbmg 

Simonton said have flushed for hours and and the odor still remains. 

"We know the stuff is "he said. now." 
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In a letter sent 
lacks faith in the 

had said in intemal documents that uu~wu6 the chemicals out of the 
ne:rmms two to three weeks. 

Tomblin that the 

the best efforts of the company and crt"IPrmnPnt many no view their water as safe and are 
vucH"'''"L'F, to demand bottled water to meet their water " the govemor wrote to FEMA 

"It is when this will if ever." 

Mark Ferrell 

EPA Region3 

Office of State and Congressional Relations 

\Vest Virginia Liaison 

Charleston, W.Va. 

(304) 542-0231 
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